
 

 

News from the Royal School of Church Music 
 
RSCM MUSIC ADVISER TO LEAD MUSIC IN PAPAL MASS 
 
Frances Novillo, a Regional Music Adviser for the Royal School of 

Church Music, will take the role of cantor at the Papal Mass in Cofton 

Park, Birmingham on Sunday 19th September 2010.   

 
The Mass will include the Beatification of Cardinal John Henry Newman, and alongside three 

other cantors from around the country, Frances will lead the congregation singing music 

throughout the service including Newman's own hymns, Praise to the Holiest in the Height, and 

Firmly I believe and truly.   

 
The function of the cantor in Catholic worship is to lead, encourage and sustain the people's 

singing, and to introduce and teach new music to the congregation.  Frances has been a cantor in 

the Diocese of Westminster for over 10 years, based in the north London parishes of Our Lady, 

Help of Christians, Kentish Town and Our Lady of Hal, Camden Town.  She has previously taken 

the role of cantor at venues as diverse as Wembley Arena and Westminster Cathedral, but at 

Cofton Park, the crowd of 65,000 will be the biggest she has ever directed.   

 
Ends 

10 September 2010 

 

Notes for Editors   

A photograph of Frances Novillo is available from the Picture Gallery of the RSCM website at 
www.rscm.com/media; please credit “Royal School of Church Music”.   
 
The Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) is an international ecumenical charity that educates, supports and 
enables musicians, composers and clergy in promoting sacred music in churches, schools and the wider community.  
The RSCM publishes music and training resources (such as its popular Voice for Life training scheme for singers of all 
ages), and organises a wide range of courses, short workshops and activities. With over 8,000 affiliates, members and 
friends in over 40 countries it is supported by over 600 volunteers in area committees and a small team of staff 
based throughout the UK. More at www.rscm.com 
 
For further media enquiries contact:  
Stuart Robinson:  RSCM Media Relations Organiser  srobinson@rscm.com   01492 556378  / 07831 827701     
Heather Bamber:  RSCM Marketing & Communications Administrator  hbamber@rscm.com  01722 424847    
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