The Advent Sequence 
Veni Emmanuel

INTRODUCTION

In the Middle Ages, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity - a time in which to meditate upon the ultimate issues of death, judgement, hell and heaven.

Advent, though, was also a time of great rejoicing.  For Christ would come, not only as Judge, but also as Saviour, and would usher in the Kingdom of God. Advent, therefore, provided a vivid preparation for Christmas.  Processions from west to east, and the use of lights, spoke of the Church's hope in the coming of Christ - the Light of the world - to banish sin and darkness.  Antiphons were sung, calling upon God to deliver his people, and readings from the Old Testament were seen as pointing to the fulfilment of God's purposes in Jesus.

This Service aims to recapture something of that Advent longing and hope.  It begins in darkness with the Advent Responsory, in which Christ's coming is announced ‘from afar’.  The Blessing of Light follows, and, as the Service unfolds, the Light is carried to other parts of the Church as the Procession moves from west to east.

The remainder of the Service is structured around the great Advent Antiphons, known as the Great ‘Os’.  These were sung originally as Antiphons to the Magnificat at the Evening Office from 17th to 23rd December, and have provided a rich source of devotional imagery in Advent.  The readings and music serve to complement the Antiphons, and help us reflect on the theme of the Christ who comes to judge and save his people.  The Antiphons are gathered together in the final hymn, O come, O come, Emmanuel, which is sung as the procession withdraws.  The Service ends in quietness, but in confident hope in the One who is to come.  Even so come, Lord Jesus.

¶
THE GATHERING
The ministers and singers (may) move to the West End

ADVENT RESPONSORY (sung by the Choir) 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth.  Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?  
Words: First Responsory of Advent Sunday (office of Matins)
THE BLESSING OF THE LIGHT

Minister
You, O Lord are my lamp:

choir
You turn our darkness into light.





Minister
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:

choir
In your light shall we see light.





Minister
Your word is a lantern to my feet:

choir
and a light upon our path.






The Advent Candle is lit
Minister
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world:

choir
a light no darkness can quench.

Cantor
Blessèd are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, eternal creator of day and night. Now, as darkness is falling, hear the prayer of your faithful people. Wash away our transgressions, cleanse us by your refining fire, and make us temples of your Holy Spirit. May we live in watchfulness as we wait for the coming of your Son Jesus Christ, who shall judge the world and all its works. Rouse us from the sleep of sin and make us ready to enter your kingdom where songs of praise for ever sound.  For you are the true light, who lightens everyone, and the new heavens and the new earth join to sing your praise now and for evermore.  Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – Come, thou Redeemer of the earth
during which the light, from which the congregation’s candles are now lit, moves in procession to the Nave Altar (or equivalent place – i.e. not to the East End of the church)
The choir alone may sing verse 1

1
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,


And manifest thy virgin-birth:


Let every age adoring fall,


Such birth befits the God of all.

2
Begotten of no human will,


But of the Spirit, thou art still


The Word of God, in flesh arrayed,


The Saviour, now to man displayed.

3
The virgin womb that burden gained


With virgin honour all unstained,


The banners there of virtue glow,


God in his temple dwells below.

4
From God the Father he proceeds,


To God the Father back he speeds,


Runs out his course to death and hell,


Returns on God’s high throne to dwell.

5
O equal to thy Father, thou!


Gird on thy fleshly mantle now,


The weakness of our mortal state


With deathless might invigorate.

6
O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee


Eternal praise and glory be,


Whom with the Father we adore


And Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen.

Veni, Redemptor gentium, Ambrose of Milan (340–397) 

translated by John M Neale (1818–1866)

¶
O SAPIENTIA
	O Sapientia; quae ex ore Altissimi prodisti, attingens a fine, usque ad finem fortiter, suaviter, disponensque omnia; veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.
	O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the most high, reaching from one end to the other mightily, and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence.


READING - Ecclesiasticus 24: 1–9

Silence is kept

ANTHEM/CAROL
John Barnard: This is the truth sent from above
or

Peter Moger: Where shall wisdom be found?

or

Margaret Rizza: Lord, all truth is from you

¶
O ADONAÏ
	O Adonaï, et dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi, apparuisti, et ei in Syna legem dedisti; veni ad redimendum nos in brachio extento.
	O Adonaï, and Leader of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai: Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.


READING - Exodus 3: 1-6

Silence is kept

HYMN – My God, how wonderful thou art
1
My God, how wonderful thou art,


thy majesty how bright,


how beautiful thy mercy-seat,


in depths of burning light!

2
How dread are thine eternal years,


O everlasting Lord,


by angel spirits day and night


incessantly adored!

3
How wonderful, how beautiful,


the sight of thee must be,


thine endless wisdom, boundless power,


and aweful purity!

4*
O how I fear thee, living God,


with deepest, tenderest fears,


and worship thee with trembling hope,


and penitential tears!

5*
Yet I may love thee too, O Lord,


almighty as thou art,


for thou hast stooped to ask of me


the love of my poor heart.

6
No earthly father loves like thee,


no mother, e’er so mild,


bears and forbears as thou hast done


with me thy sinful child.

7
Father of Jesus, love’s reward,


what rapture will it be,


prostrate before thy throne to lie,


and gaze and gaze on thee!

Frederick William Faber (1814–1863)

Or
HYMN - Lord, I come, longing to know you

during which the light moves in procession to the Chancel (i.e. further east)
1
Lord, I come, longing to know You,

Lord, I come, drawn by Your love;

Lord, I come, longing to see Your face,

for You called me to come

into the holiest place.

What did I do to deserve Your favour,

what did I do to deserve Your grace?

Called by my name into Your presence,

undeserved, holy God.

2
Lord, I come, because of Jesus,

Lord, I come, because He came;

Lord, I bow, as You reveal Your face,

You have called me to come

Into the holiest place.

Geraldine Latty (born 1963)

Copyright © 2000 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs 
excl. UK & Europe, adm. by kingswaysongs.com.  
www.kingswaysongs.com. Used by permission.

¶
O RADIX JESSE

	O Radix Jesse; qui stas in signum populorum, super quen continebunt reges os suum, quem gentes deprecabuntur; veni ad liberandum nos yam noli tardare.
	O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before you kings will shut their mouths, to you the nations will make their prayer: Come and deliver us and delay no longer.


READING - Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 10

Silence is kept

ANTHEM / CAROL

Jon Banks: Of a rose, a lovely rose
Or

Simon Lole: A tender shoot
¶
O CLAVIS DAVID

	O clavis David; et sceptrum domus Israel, qui aperis et nemo claudit, claudis et nemo aperit; veni et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in tenebris et umbra mortis.


	O Key of David, and Sceptre of the house of Israel; you open and no one can shut, you shut and no one can open: come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.


READING - Jeremiah 23: 5-6

Silence is kept

HYMN - From the beginning, God’s most holy word


1
From the beginning, God’s most holy word 


Uttered the summons all creation heard;


Christ, the word spoken, wisdom, pow’r and light, 


Transforms the darkness of the deepest night,

2
Summons to wholeness all God’s love enfolds,


Cherishes, nurtures, gently shapes, remoulds 


Structures that fail, the institution’s blight, 


Bathes disappointment in transforming light.

3*
Jesus, the word once spoken by the well,


Challenges, heals as in response we tell


All our deep longings, all our hidden fears,


Find then the solace of God’s love and tears.

4*
Lord, we are here your blessed will to seek,


May each one listen to the word you speak.


Lord be our succour as we work and pray,


Give us fresh purpose this and every day.

5*
Jesus, the word once spoken by the tomb,


Speak to our hearts in times of doubt and gloom,


Jesus the word, our life, our hope, our breath


Draw us rejoicing from the sleep of death.

6
Jesus, you call each one of us to serve –


Amazing grace we never could deserve.


Here we renew our dedication’s vow –


Word of the Father, speak your summons now.

Words © Brigid Pailthorpe 

Used with permission

or
Hymn - Like a candle flame
In the chorus the words in bold italics are sung by men, the words in light italics are sung by women and the word 'alleluia!' in normal type is sung by all.

1
Like a candle flame,


flick'ring small in our darkness.


Uncreated light


shines through infant eyes.


God is with us, alleluia,


God is with us, alleluia,


come to save us, alleluia,


come to save us,


alleluia!

2
Stars and angels sing,


yet the earth sleeps in shadows;


can this tiny spark


set a world on fire?


Chorus

3
Yet His light shall shine


from our lives, Spirit blazing,


as we touch the flame


of His holy fire.


Chorus

Graham Kendrick (born 1950)

Copyright © 1998 Make Way Music, 
PO Box 320, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 9DE, UK.  

info@makewaymusic.com. International copyright secured. 
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.

Or

CAROL 
David Ogden: O comfort my people
¶ 
O Oriens
	O Oriens; splendor lucis aeternae et sol justitiae; veni et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et umbra mortis.


	O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.


READING - Luke 1: 68-79

Silence is kept

Canticle – Benedictus
1
Blessed be the Lord the / God of / Israel, ♦

who has come to his / people and / set them / free.

2
He has raised up for us a / mighty / Saviour, ♦

born of the / house of his / servant / David.

3
Through his holy prophets God / promised of / old ♦

to save us from our enemies, from the / hands of / all that / hate us,

4
To show mercy / to our / ancestors, ♦

and to re/member his / holy / covenant.

5
This was the oath God swore to our / father / Abraham: ♦

to set us / free • from the / hands of our / enemies,

6
Free to worship him / without / fear, ♦

holy and righteous in his sight/ all the / days of our / life.

7
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the / Most / High, ♦

for you will go before the / Lord • to pre/pare his / way,

8
To give his people knowledge / of sal/vation ♦

by the for/giveness of / all their / sins.

9
In the tender compassion / of our / God ♦

the dawn from on / high shall / break up/on us,

10
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the / shadow of / death, ♦

and to guide our feet / into the / way of / peace.

Luke 1: 68–79


Glory to the Father and / to the / Son 


and / to the / Holy / Spirit;


as it was in the be/ginning is / now 

and shall be for / ever. / A/men.

from The Common Worship Psalter with Chants

words © The Archbishops’ Council , 2000 and are used by permission

¶ 
O REX GENTIUM

	O Rex Gentium; et desideratus earum, lapisque angularis, que facis utraque unum; veni et salva hominem, quem de limo formasti.
	O King of the nations, and their desire; the corner stone making both one: Come, and save the human race, which you fashioned from clay.


READING - Revelation 15: 2-4

Silence is kept

HYMN – Come, thou long-expected Jesus
During which the light moves in procession to the East End

1
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,


Born to set thy people free,


From our fears and sins release us,


Let us find our rest in thee.

2
Israel’s strength and consolation,


Hope of all the earth thou art;


Dear desire of every nation,


Joy of every longing heart.

3
Born thy people to deliver,


Born a child and yet a king,


Born to reign in us for ever,


Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4
By thine own eternal Spirit


Rule in all our hearts alone;


By thine all-sufficient merit


Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Charles Wesley (1707–1788)

Or

HYMN – Christ, be our light!
During which the light moves in procession to the East End

1
Longing for light, we wait in darkness,

Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people

Light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church gathered today.

2
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.


Longing for hope, many despair.


Your word alone has power to save us.


Make us your living voice.

Christ, be our light!

3
Longing for food, many are hungry.


Longing for water, many still thirst.


Make us your bread, broken for others,


shared until all are fed.

Christ, be our light!

4
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.


Longing for warmth, many are cold.


Make us your building, sheltering others, 


walls made of living stone.

Christ, be our light!

5
Many the gifts, many the people,


many the hearts that yearn to belong.


Let us be servants to one another,


making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light!

© 1993 Bernadette Farrell. 

Published by OCP Publications, 

5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, USA

All rights reserved.

Used by permission.
¶ 
O Emmanuel

	O Emmanuel; Rex et legifer noster, expectatio gentium, et salvator earum; veni ad salvandum nos, Domine Deus noster.
	O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, the hope of all the nations and their Saviour:  Come and save us, O Lord, our God.


READING - Matthew 1: 18-23
Silence is kept

ANTHEM

Richard Shephard: Wake, o wake!
Or

Mendelssohn: Sleepers, wake!

Or

George Guest: When came in flesh

¶ 
THE CONCLUSION

READING -  Revelation 22: 12-13, 16-17, 20
HYMN – Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
During which the light returns in procession to the Chancel
1
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,


once for favoured sinners slain;


thousand thousand saints attending


swell the triumph of his train:


alleluia!


God appears on earth to reign.

2
Every eye shall now behold him


robed in dreadful majesty;


those who set at naught and sold him,


pierced and nailed him to the tree,


deeply wailing,


shall the true Messiah see.

3
Those dear tokens of his passion


still his dazzling body bears;


cause of endless exultation


to his ransomed worshippers:


with what rapture


gaze we on those glorious scars.

4
Yea, amen, let all adore thee,


high on thine eternal throne;


Saviour, take the power and glory,


claim the kingdom for thine own:


alleluia!


thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Charles Wesley (1707–1788)

 Martin Madan (1726–1790)

John Cennick (1718–1755)

PRAYERS

Minister
Let us pray.

Silence is kept
Minister
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid

we pray to Jesus.

Come to your Church as Lord and Judge.

We pray for ...

Help us to live in the light of your coming

and give us a longing for your Kingdom.

Maranatha:

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to your world as King of the nations.

We pray for ...

Before you rulers will stand in silence.

Maranatha:

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to the suffering as Saviour and Comforter.

We pray for ...

Break in to our lives

where we struggle with sickness and distress,

and set us free to serve you for ever.

Maranatha:

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.

We remember…

Give us with all the faithful departed

a share in your victory over evil and death.

Maranatha:

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

Come from heaven Lord Jesus with power and great glory.

Lift us up to meet you,

that with (N and) all your saints and angels 

we may live and reign with you in your new creation.

Maranatha:

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

Common Worship: Times and Seasons
Remain kneeling
Prayer response (sung by the choir)

Lord, you are the light of life to me

Or

There is a longing in our hearts

Minister 
Let us pray for the coming of the Kingdom


in the words our Saviour gave us.


Our Father, who art in heaven,


Hallowed be thy Name,


Thy kingdom come,


Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


And forgive us our trespasses,


As we forgive those who trespass against us;


And lead us not into temptation,


But deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,


For ever and ever.  Amen.


Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay




give new courage to your people who trust in your love.




By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom




   on earth as in heaven,




where you live and reign




with the Father and the Spirit,




one God for ever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING


Priest
May God the Father,

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,

give you grace to prepare for life eternal.   Amen. 

May God the Son,

who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge,

reveal to you the path from darkness to light.  Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,

help you bear the fruits of holiness.  Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Common Worship: Times and  Seasons
RECESSIONAL HYMN – O come, O come, Emmanuel
During which the light moves in procession to the West End

1
O come, o come, Emmanuel,


And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here


Until the Son of God appear:


Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel


Shall come to thee, O Israel.

2 O come, true branch of Jesse, free

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;

From depths of hell thy people save, 

And give them victory o’er the grave:
3 O come, true branch of Jesse, free
our spirits by thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight:

4 O come, thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery:

5 O come, O come thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:

Words: from the Latin (13th century)

 J M Neale (1818–1866) and others

DISMISSAL

Minister
O Lord Jesus Christ, come at evening time with light, 


and in the morning with your glory

All
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Minister
He who receives our prayers says: Surely I come quickly.  


I am the root and offspring of David, I am the bright and morning star.

All
Amen.  Even so come, Lord Jesus.


Common Worship: Times and  Seasons
The congregation is asked to leave quietly
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