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PREFACE

by Geoft Weaver

One of the exciting benefits of living in today’s global village
has been the enrichment of our culture by the arrival of music
from very different cultures and traditions. This has been true
in the Church, where global songs, once considered exotic

and strange, have increasingly become a part of our worship
repertoire. Indeed, songs such as Siyahamba from South Africa
and Sent by the Lord from Nicaragua have almost become
standard repertoire in the past decade.

Why is it important that we sing these songs?

In his book Gather into One—praying and singing globally Michael Hawn suggests that
they can “enable us to listen to those who are presently invisible to us, and honour
what they have made and chosen to sing in the name of Jesus” More than that, I believe
that by choosing to sing these songs, we can identify with the concerns and prayers of
Christians who sing these songs to express their hopes and fears, their pains and their
joys, following Paul’s injunction to “rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those
who weep”.

Singing global songs can be a transforming experience — it takes us out of our comfort
zone, widens our horizons, and gives us a new sensitivity to and understanding of the
lives of others.

In every corner sing is organized liturgically with gathering songs, short chants, worship
and praise songs, psalm songs, songs of justice and peace, and songs to send us out

to carry on God’s mission. I have attempted to meet the needs of choirs and singing
groups as well as congregations. Some of the arrangements are more suitable for choirs,
but a significant number can be sung by choir and congregation together — a good
opportunity to teach your congregation not only the music but something about the
context of the song; where does it come from, and what are the concerns and prayers of
the Christians there? Follow the CMS web site www.cms-uk.org/ineverycornersing for
prayers and other appropriate worship resources.

By their very nature many of the African songs should be sung unaccompanied — don’t
be afraid to try this, even if you have small numbers. Very often the keyboard or piano
will serve better than the organ to give a rhythmic accompaniment, and guitars and
percussion and other melodic instruments will all enhance the variety of colours which
are possible as we, the rainbow people of God, sing his praises.

Geoff Weaver, April 2008
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FOREWORD

by Archbishop Sentamu

Whenever communities gather, they sing together
as an expression of their identity, their joys and
sadnesses and their hopes for the future. For
centuries Christians have expressed their faith in
song, but it is only in the past 50 years or so that
Christians in the West have come to appreciate
what a wealth of song Christians from other parts
of the world have to share. Whether it be songs
of joy and hope from South Africa, often sung in
conditions of fear and uncertainty, or sung prayers
for unity from Korea — or cries of justice from Africa to Latin America, we have come to
recognize the power of global song to move us to prayer, protest and praise.

I commend this collection of songs, some new, some well-established, in the hope that
the congregations and choirs who sing them will come to a deeper understanding of
and an empathy with those Christians from whom the songs originally came.

Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York

BACKING TRACKS

arranged by Christopher Norton and Andy Green for CN Productions

The mp3 backing tracks on the accompanying CD are intended to enable you to sing
these songs with a more authentic flavour than may be immediately at your disposal.
We have tried to keep the tracks as simple as possible, providing harmony, rhythm and
melody to help you and your singers learn and perform the songs in this book with
confidence.

Because there are 99 tracks and nearly 3 hours of music, the tracks would not fit onto
one — or even two — conventional audio CDs! We have therefore supplied them as mp3
files, which you can put onto your computer, transfer to your iPod, or burn as required
to an audio CD (some more recent CD players are also able to play mp3 CDs). We hope
you will find these backing tracks a really useful addition to the wonderful music in this
book, from God’s world.
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1 Allundé

English words by Geoff Weaver East Africa
and Michael O'Connor Music: arr. Geoff Weaver and Michael O'Connor
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Words and music © 2004 The Royal School of Church Music. All Rights Reserved.
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4 Sanna, sannanina

South Africa
Music: arr. Geoff Weaver
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* Piano accompaniment if needed. Ideally this should be sung unaccompanied.

© 2008 The Royal School of Church Music. All Rights Reserved.
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34 Halle, halle

Caribbean
Music: arr. Geoff Weaver
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Arrangement © The Royal School of Church Music.
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75 et us talents and tongues employ

Words: Fred Kaan (b0.1929) Jamaica
Music: arr. Geoff Weaver
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Words © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd., PO Box 119, Victoria House, 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ
Music arrangement © The Royal School of Church Music
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81

Words: from the oral tradition
trans. Jorge Maldonado
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Sent by the Lord am |

Nicaragua
Music: traditional
arr. Geoff Weaver
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Translation © Jorge Maldonado
Music arrangement © 2002 The Royal School of Church Music
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mjf’ pitl cantabile

which theking-domcomes. The an - gels can- not change a world of hurt and pain in-
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87 Freedom is coming

South Africa
Music: Traditional South African

With conviction =180 arranged Leah Perona-Wright
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© 2006 The Royal School of Church Music. Al rights reserved.



