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essex & east london
Welcome to this newsletter from Essex and East London.

As an area it is our hope that this will help to make our activities
across the year better known, and also give individual choirs
the opportunity to publicise their own events.

It is designed to be a useful document, giving a snapshot of what
you are doing, and what is on offer through RSCM events

We are delighted to announce that Andrew Reid,
RSCM director is leading this year’s Choral Festival,
to be held in Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday
17 September, and we look forward to welcoming
you to that special event. Read more on page 2.

In the meantime, we invite you to send us short news items about forthcoming
events in your church and we will endeavour to include everything (space permitting).
A photograph (with appropriate clearance for anyone under 18) is welcome too.

We hope that you will take the time to read this and pass it on to other interested people
in your area, (especially if they are not yet affiliated to RSCM)and look forward to seeing
at an event soon.

Holy Trinity Church Rayleigh SS6 8BB
Good Friday 25th March 7pm
Stainer’s Crucifixion
Rochford Deanery Choir
d.jolly30@btinternet.com

Rayleigh Parish Choir    Free admission

On Saturday 16th January at Brentwood Cathedral
thirty four young choristers from the Essex and

East London Area received their Deans’
(bronze) and Bishops’ (silver) Awards in a

joyous and moving Choral Vespers presided by
the Right Reverend Alan Williams, Bishop of

Brentwood, the Right Reverend Stephen
Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, the Very

Reverend Nicholas Henshall, Dean of
Chelmsford Cathedral and the Reverend Martin

Boland, Dean of Brentwood Cathedral.
See award winners on page 2.

Thank you
Thank you to all who took
part in the 2015 Area
Festival at Brentwood
Cathedral. See page 3

Chelmsford Cathedral
Passion Sunday 13th March 6pm
Charles Wood’s St Mark Passion
Chelmsford Cathedral Voluntary Choir
Free admission

        Chelmsford Cathedral
        Tuesday 22nd March 8pm
        Holy Week concert. Scarlatti Stabat Mater
        Choir of St Mary’s Maldon
        Free admission

awards

Bishop’s & Deans’ Chorister Awards

More events on page 2

Our Lady of Ransom, London Hill, Rayleigh SS6 7HP
Saturday 23rd April 11am - 3pm
Small Choirs Workshop with Philip Norman

Further information shirleytimmins@btinternet.com
RSCM-EEL ‘Sing with the Saints event’  All welcome.

Christ Church URC New London Rd Chelmsford
Palm Sunday 20th March
Come and Sing Stainer’s Crucifixion
Rehearsal 5pm performance 6.30 pm
Further information prinziple@hotmail.com

This event will be helpful for church choirs with modest resources,
and explores a repertoire written to be sung in unison, two or
three parts, as well as four part harmony.



to show just how vibrant is the music
making in churches across both dioceses.

The established one-day format will be
continued and Andrew will take us through
the music being sung at the festival service
while we enjoy the opportunity to make mu-
sic  together in each other’s company.

This year’s music will be drawn from the
RSCM publication ‘With saintly shout and
solemn jubilee’, which features music from
Victoria to the present day, including music
by Sally Beamish and James Macmillan.

Through 2016 we will be holding several
other events of different kinds to make the
most of the book and to explore the oppor-
tunities contained in it for choirs of varying
resources, including music for small choirs.

Some of the festival music will feature in
other events, while some pieces will only
feature in one, so there will be plenty of
variety and we hope that as many people as
possible will want to buy a copy of the book,
available now.
Visit www.rscm-eel.org.uk for further details
of the Festival, which will be available soon.

As mentioned earlier, this
year’s Choral Festival will
be lead by RSCM director
Andrew Reid. This is going
to be a wonderful occasion,
and to have Andrew leading
it will be a great opportunity
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Deans’ Chorister medals were awarded to
Alonso Gracia-Martin, Henry Man, Benjamin

O’Riordan. Owen Romhany (Brentwood
Cathedral Choir), Davina Manuel, Lourd

Sabbagh, Poppy Skingle (Brentwood Cathedral
Girl’s Choir), Eddie Adams, Poppy Adams,

Isabel Bowles, Adam Miller, Hope Perry, Felix
Petheu, Oliver Petheu (Chingford Parish

Church), Mwaka Chiwi, Katie Ince, Lewis Sharp
(St. Thomas of Canterbury, Brentwood).

Bishops’ Chorister medals were presented to
Ethan Chan, Tobias Carlton, Julian Charnier,

Alastair Cowley, Jack Reason, Samuel Simpson
(Brentwood Cathedral Choir), Rebecca Minta
(Chelmsford Cathedral), Alice Easey,Arthur

Easey, James Rogers, Georgia Stratton
(Chingford Parish Church), Alexander

Theodorou (St. John, Epping), Anthony Hickling
(St. Mary, Maldon), Alex Benson, Cameron

Galvin, Lucas Hayter, Zoya Laryea (St.Thomas
of Canterbury, Brentwood).

   Festival 2016
Saturday 17 September
Chelmsford cathedral

Bishops’ and Deans’
Chorister awards

For more information about
Deans’ and Bishops’ Chorister awards

please visit
http:/www.rscm-eel.org.uk/dean.php

http:/www.rscm-eel.org.uk/bishop.php

local events

St Andrew’s Hornchurch
Saturday 5th June
RSCM-EEL ‘Sing with the Saints’ event
Come and Sing Choral Evensong
details to follow www.rscm-eel.org.uk

Chelmsford Cathedral
Saturday 18th June
RSCM-EEL Come and sing
Choral Evensong
with the Cathedral Choir
details to follow www.rscm-eel.org.uk

Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
Is your choir taking part in a special event or

service to mark the Royal birthday? Let us know
and we will list it in our next newsletter.

To obtain your copies of
with saintly shout and solemn jubilee

please contact Shirley Timmins.
e-mail:  shirleytimmins@btinternet.com
phone:01277 233302 (answersphone)

Cost £5 a copy.
Postage if required will be charged at cost, or

books can be collected from Picturesque,
154 Warley Hill, Brentwood.

Tuesday to Saturday  9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

St Mary’s Church, Hall Lane,
Shenfield CM15 9AL

Saturday 7th May 10am - 1pm
RSCM-EEL
Organ Workshop
Questions, Answers,
Advice and Encouragement
with James Davy, organist of Chelmsford Cathedral
full details jayyarr@btinternet.com
and www.rscm-eel.org.uk

Music Sunday 12th June
to celebrate the Queens 90th birthday



Graham Wadley, who will be known to many
church musicians in the area celebrated 50

years as organist and conductor and St. Mary’s
Church, Wivenhoe on 25 April last year.

There was a special celebration at St. Mary’s
attended by over 120 people, including the

Bishop of Colchester, the Mayor, local politicians
and Bernard Jenkin MP.

The programme illustrated Graham’s wide
association with church music over the years,
not only at  St. Mary’s but in a much wider
community through his many years working

with and for the Royal School of Church Music
and running the Harwich residential choir
weekends, giving the opportunity to many

young choristers to learn and perform church
music to a high standard.

Graham Wadley, golden anniversary.
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Festival 2015
The Essex and East London Choral
Festival at Brentwood Cathedral on
26 September 2015 was a unique
and memorable occasion.

The composer Alan Bullard had
written a new Magnificat especially
for us, based on his ‘flexible’ system
allowing for performances by choirs
of varied resources; this together

newsletter next issue
special Royal Birthday newsletter

 issue for early June.
As EEL chairman James says his letter

on page one - we want to include
your news and pictures,

special services and events.
Look forward to hearing from you.

SUPPORTING RSCM
At RSCM we are committed to promoting the
study, practice and improvement of music

in Christian worship.
We are an open, life long learning organisation,

offering face to face and distance education,
through its programmes, published resources,
courses and activities. RSCM in Essex is just
part of a world-wide fellowship of churches,

schools and individuals.

Our work is entirely funded by subscriptions
and donations. If you would like to help by
making a one off or a regular donation, as
a Friend of the RSCM (donations of £25 or

more) you will receive a copy of Church Music
Quarterly and The Network.

For more information visit
www.rscm.com/support-us/

or speak to our local treasurer Antony Timmins
0771 815562 antony.timmins@hotmail.co.uk

with the Nunc Dimittis form ‘the Essex Service’.
Alan also lead part of the morning rehearsal and
spoke in dialogue with our Area Chairman,
James Davy, during the service centering
around the writing of music for Worship, the link
between singing and worshiping and the spiritual
power of music.

It was altogether an inspiring day.
The fellowship of the rehearsals and the sound
of the massed choirs from across the area and
out two cathedrals was so uplifting.
Wesley’s Ascribe unto the Lord’ raised the roof.

To quote from the final hymn:-
‘How often making music we have found,
a new dimension in the world of sound,
as worship moved us to a more profound
                                                      Alleluia’
Shirley Timmins. RSCM-EEL Committee

Your local Essex and East London RSCM Area
Committee promotes local events and training
days throughout the year. Please support us in

our mission to maintain and improve the
quality of church music in our parishes.

We would always be pleased to hear from you
with your idea and suggestions

admin@rscm-eel.org.uk

Are you on our our emailing list?
We would like to keep in touch -

just email admin@rscm-eel.org.uk

Visit our website
www.rscm-eel.org.uk

for details of local coming events.

Post your own event on our
notice board page.

Royal School of Church Music
Essex and East London Area

rscm-eel
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